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"In the overall world aquation. Bulgaria LQigures but casually. Her industrial
output 1is Insinifi: . Her weepebsble exports have been reduced to the lim-
its of Hungary; hew fhiolars and avtists respected little in world circles;
and even in ths spk off Cominformism Fdlgeria plays a seccondary underdevel-
oped role. She usi Lhe- hzz bhe manpower of China nor the industrial potential
of Czechoslovakia, nor bhe historic Burcpean role of Poland.

"And ever since Dimitrev's deabh, even the center of f’om'inf\t-:mj.-';m Lig Leen

shifted from Sofia Lo Wars Neverthele:; Bulgarit. has atesie dmport-

ance which the West wnd i have haken no cognizanooo ou,

and Moscow fully realizes. =i /] ] e Bud- 25X
garia indicated, Mosc : s ond pains to asswroe for hersel.

e friendly Sofis,

ATL

A

Crar Alexander 11 greedily eyed the Balkane and
occupied a major porii.c £ oat.  In 1878 Sofia became the capital of the newly-
created state of Bulygsm Lu, and. this for the obvious reason that Sofia could
dart 1ts eyes meticulously or [stanbul (then Constantinople), Be'grade, Mace-
donia, and the Danube,

"This importance is his

"The Red Czars have not lost their interest in this soae either. With Yugo-
slavia out of the Cominform and more than that =« active aily of NATO members
Greece and Turkey, Moscow's interest in Bulgaria has increased.
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"Sofia is 230 miles rrom Delgrade end 300 miies rom Tohambul. The Bulgarian
port of Bowrgas is being spectaculariy developed to ke an eye on Turkish
shippings in the Bosphorus. A military expert at NATO maneuvers in northern
Greece stated that Bulgeria had three +imes the artillery power of Turkey.

"And although no correct estimates ure svailable either in Sofia or in any of
the Free Balkan capitals, it 1s gathered that Bulgarie has twenty well-equipped
and prepared divisions. All through Bulgeria I saw army formations under
training, and most of the traffic on the highwvays was army vehicular traffic.
In the Macedonian villages, known For zilkworm breeding and good guaiity maize,
each family was minue a couple of msics--all conscripted, of course.

"The soldiers[:::::]vere not very well uniformed and were not very smartly turned
out either. Often they paraded the streets of Sofia singing the national anthem,
Marxist Internationale, or else the poems of Bulgarian revolutionary poet,

Hristo Smyrnensky. And vet the defense ministries of Greece and Turkey are under
the strange illiusion that Bulgaria is a nonentity. Only the Defense Minilstry at
Belgrade takes Bulgeria seriously, and it tno Adismisses that country's strength
with a strange childish ease. That such is not the position of Bulgaria, I am
very certain; and there were some real fears that Bulgaria's hitting power may
completely outmaneuver the caleulations of the Free Balkans. The NATO must

keep this in view.

"Bulgaria, her army activities apart, remains an enigme and presents a complex
picture. This complexity is multipliad in the economic phase of the coun.

To get at correct Tigures in Bulgarie is like searching onc's way “hre -0 . .one
fusing labyrinth. Various government offices give different o-.. cotradictory
reports. Even th. wheat harvesht was siven by two mialstries as different. But
some basic realities of Bulgarian economy are obvious.

"Bulgeria is largsly on agricultural country with Pfour thousand villages and over
& million peasants. - The industries don't claim more than 150 thousand workers;
and this last figure is alse sxaggerated in view of the Marxist ideology creat-

ing by sheer compulsion a proletariat clase,

"The peasant, however, remalus ai mportant economic facter even though as a
political entity Le i uot as imporiani as the nugerically less labor class. If
officlal figures ars sccentabic, and Hlhey scem true, then Bulgaria has today
’Zrhs of mid-October 1953 7 four thousand tractors and 1500 combines and threshers,

“The wheat crop has been acound %00 ¥ilograms ver acre, although at one research
i3 - & = > g
,farm,(esoo acres in all) productiosn has been 500 kilograms per acre.

"The official communigre at the =nd of the 1953 harvest read .. . . Do
this: 'Harvest days...Owr fertile vlains are seethdin: e - ISTo Y A
N T . :

Joy fills the hearts 2f the Bulgarian peasants: A Voa Sl e
"But then within the same year Sot' L Ciensiocees, 1 4 wuorus, and obvicusly at

“ din spite
picture is not

.the instigatior. of tln: saned the peasant for n
of Soviet imported me ‘arming woriipment. Obviousdi- bl
as-rosgy as the governmoent comma Loie saoved at fdrst hoad.

£5¢

MIn 1953 estimates wers fihet the wheat cron was a good 130 per cent lcirs than

that stipuleted by the government. An official at Sofia explairied this by
bleming the uncollectivized peasants. Almosi half of the one milliion peasants
have successfully resisted collectivization. Sofia did not toise this lying
Gown. These people have been deprived of slecltricit. { uily 1200 villages have
electricity), of the countryside theat=r, of rest homes, and often of tractors
and combines. On an average there should be on: tractor o a village. The
truth is that some villages have almost a score of tractors and combines, while
in some villages| but horse-pulled plows and carts.
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15, "'I‘illa.ble land was iuncreased by 33 per cent in collectivized villages, and the
corresponding increase in uncollectivized villages was a mere 2.2 per cent.
The | government tractors were Jjust not msde available to one group.

16, 'The result has been a disintegration and a subseguent wrong fixation, of much
of the country's farm produce. The Bulgarian tobacco, strawberries, and toma-
toes, which always found ready merkets on the Continent, are suffering.from
the |lack of markets. The fruit frade at one time Pmlained for almost US$150
million trade with what is now Western Europe. Today this trade is no more than
US$40 million. And Esstern Burope has not been the necessary market for this’
produce either. Duriug 1925-38 tcbacco constituted 38.6 per cent of Bulgarian
export. From 1949-51 it was almost 50 per cent of Bulgarian exports. But dur-
ing |[the last two years _/ 1952 and 1953 7 the production fell by lh per cent
and H:h'e international demand limitéd to Eastern Europe.

17, "And! Macedonia., home of silkworm and tobacco, is becoming the unfortunate vietim
of Sofian anger. Macedoniz spreads to three other Balkan nations~-~Yugoslavia,
Greece and Turkey. The Macedonian peasant is a 'couldn't-cars-less' type of in-
dividual, who nevertheless values his personal traditions very much. Often he
shrugs his shoulders on contemporary ideological guestions, meaning neither yes
nor no.

18, * a Sofian writer, in almost agonizing tones, suggested

are pla.ying the mastér in +he herolc town:. With brazen cynicism they Sevbianize
(the: relatively richer province of Yugoslavia) the Macedonian languas vt Lessly
deport the population. All Macedonians know that it is their o e i Pirin
M&cedonia, within the boundaries of the People's Republic of Dulgaria, who alone
en;joy -reel freedom;!

19, "The sad Tact remains that even Sofia's attitude towards Macedonia has been
- .rather step~brotherly. Ti11 1952 a regular -stream of refugees entered Turkey
and Yugoslavia from Bulgaris. The Macedonians, unfortunately, don't have the
capacity and the will tec decide their own des zhiny.  But they continue to ve
the backbone of their ustion's farm econony; and I:I:oz get the immortal
saying of a Mac: edondan revolutionist, Golse Delvcehev: 'My conception of the
world. 1s that it should cnly be a field of cultural competition ameng nations.

20, "Unforftuns.-te.ly, Mecedonie became the experimental ground, and the failing ground
as well, for an unsuccessful, unproductive, land collectivized scheme."
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ay & gang or Macedonian troitors, acting as tools of Belgrei= chauv nists,
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